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China’s Achievements and Challenges in
the Field of Women and Environment:
Twenty Years after the 1995 World Conference on Women

LI Miao

( Marxism School Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China)

Abstract: The past twenty years since the World Conference on Women in 1995 have witnessed remarkable progresses in the
field of women and the environment due to joint efforts of governments and NGOs. Achievements include steps to incorporate a
gender perspective in national and local environmental activities policies plans and legislation; women’s increasing participation
in sustainable development and environmental protection promoted by NGOs; women’s growing awareness of environmental protec—
tion; and a positive trend towards greater participation and involvement of women in environmental decision-making positions.
However a number of obstacles to further progress on women and the environment are identified including ineffective social gen—
der mainstreaming in policy making and implementation low participation of women in environmental protection management and
decision making lack of environmental awareness in rural areas and low capability to prevent and cope with natural disasters a—
mong women. To solve these problems we need to continue the promotion of gender equality enable women to have more empow—
erment in environmental decision-making at all levels and provide them with more access to resources information education and
training.

Key words: twenty years after the 1995 World Conference on Women; women and environment; social gender; environmen—
tal protection



