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The Interpretation of Foot—binding Phenomenon: Showcase of Liuyi Village
in Tonghai County of Yunnan Province

Sun Tingting

Abstract The foot—bandage became popular during Ming and Qing dynasties. To some extent
the understanding of foot—binding women represents people’s judgment of "traditional women". The
foot—binding women in Liuyi Village Tonghai County of Yunnan Province as the biggest existent
foot—binding tribe have attracted much attention from home and abroad. In the face of the living
foot-binding women and their life history the publicity and interpretation of this foot—binding tribe
by the mass media conforms to the anti—foot-binding idea since contemporary considering the
foot-binding women as the passive liberators. By knowing the life of foot—binding women in Liuyi
Village we can see that how they overcame their body limitation and made a living in the new
society. Finally we come to the conclusion that they are not passive liberators rather they show the
self—construction of traditional women.

Key words Foot—bandage Liuyi Village the Last Existent Foot—bandage Village
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