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Trends and Determinants of Marriage Pattern of Rural Women Migrants in Modern China
—a study based on the third round of survey on the social status of women in China
HU Ying LI Shu-zhuo

( School of Public Administration Xi“an Jiaotong University Xi‘an 710049 China)
Abstract  With the rapid economic growth in China the proportion of women farmer migrants to marry non — native men
farmer migrants is getter higher and higher. This pattern of marriage has become a new one produced together with the migra—
tion of labor forces and extended rapidly in modern China. Using the data from the latest third round of survey on the social
status of women in China carried out jointly by the All — China Women’s Federation and National Bureau of Statistics of China
in December 2010 this paper examines trends characteristics and determinants of the marriage pattern of rural women mi—
grants. The results show that the marriage circle for women farmer migrants has been expanding rapidly and the new marriage
pattern has taken up a certain proportion. Moreover the matching characteristics of the new pattern marriage are significantly
different from those of traditional marriage. The couples in the family of the new pattern of marriage have higher degree of ed—
ucation and better social — economic conditions than those in the family of the traditional marriage pattern. The enhancement
of the degree of education propels the increase in the proportion of the pattern that the rural woman migrants choose to marry
non —natives. It is easier for rural women migrants with better personal conditions to marry non — natives.

Key words female migrants; marriage pattern; China’s rural areas
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