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From Nora to Yun: Female Images and Their

Cultural Implication in the Translation of Modern Literature
Liu Kun

Abstract: The first half of the 20th Century witnessed the incessant evolution of the two literary figures, Nora and Yun, in
the translation, rewriting and spread of literature. These two literary figures have very rich cultural implications. By trans-
lating Nora and Ibsenism, Hu Shi promulgated individualism. This practice represents a typical pattern for the enlighten-
ment of intellectuals in the period of New Culture Movement. The image of Nora had played a very important role in the
spiritual exodus of the youth in the May Fourth Movement, and had become a symbol for China modernity. This symbol was
later on deconstructed in the Leftist cultural movement of the 1930s, and was reconstructed as someone who may become a
heroic female figure in proletarian collectivism. The image of Yun, translated by Lin Yutang, is a perfect embodiment of
traditional Chinese culture and attitudes towards life. It serves as a comparison with and a complement to American modemn
industrial civilization. Yu Pingbo’s interpretation had made the “individual narrative” of Yun’s story into a grand narra-
tive that was embedded in the history of New Culture Movement. It is through the translation, interpretation and reconstruc-
tion of literary figures that the subjectivity of “Modern China” had been constructed indirectly in foreign language and cul-
ture.

Key Words; Translation; Literature; Modern China; Subjectivity; Gender

[ REHRE:FF &

© TREABS(REE), KRB AEXE H R, 2005 4,5 142 71,
® .. Naoki Sakai, Translation and Subjectivity, Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press,1997,p. 28.
@ Venuti, L. (Ed. ), Rethinking Translation: Dis — course, Subjectivity, ldeology, London: Routledge 1996 ,pp.1 -17.



