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From Margin to Mainstream: Study on the Evolution

of American Congresswoman’s Statuses

XIONG Liwei
(School o f Foreign Languages sWest Anhui University, Lu'an 237012, China)

Abstract; As one cornerstone of American representative democracy, Federal Congress is the highest legislative agency in U. S.
political system. Woman, however, was excluded from it until 1917. Since then, congresswoman’s status has been elevated step
by step. To be specific, their roles in congress move from gentlewoman amateur with symbolic meaning to neutral professional
who can exert substantial influence on law and policy making, especially the ones related to women rights. Nowadays, though still
the minority, congresswomen, serving as feminist colleague, have entered the center stage in congress. Through interpreting
typical characters and cases in the history of congresswomen’s political participation, this paper aims at exploring the evolution
process of their statuses, and highlighting such promotion which not only propels the better protections of women’s rights, but
also reflects gradual developments of American democracy.

Key words: congresswoman; gentlewoman amateur; neutral professional; feminist colleague; American political system



