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On Ancient Japanese’s Sexual Consciousness
CAO Yong-ie
(1. School of Foreign Languages Weifang College Weifang 261061 China;
2. Department of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 102488  China)

Abstract: Gender status in ancient Japan underwent a changing process from the equality between men
and women to female inferiority. The longasting superior status of women made enormous contributions to
Japan’s society history and culture. The institution of marriage was greatly impacted by the primitive
matriarchal exogamy. A bridegroom visiting his bride was practiced for a long time despite the coexistence of
both the matriarchal and patriarchal marriage systems. Concerning sexual consciousness ancient Japanese
enjoyed considerable sexual liberality instead of constraint; chastity was barely lauded due to ancient Japan’s
backward history religious society and people’s poor ethical awareness. The sexual consciousness of ancient
Japan greatly influenced the formation of its traditional culture making it possess a contradictory dual cultural
character a sense of community emphasizing geography and a cultural psychology based on matriarchal
principles.
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