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Superwomen or Women with Super Power
Migrant Women Entrepreneurs in the Garment Industry
in Modern China
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Shanghai International Studies University . Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract ;: This paper examines the emergence of migrant women entrepre-
neurs in the garment industry in Guangdong and how they negotiated business
and family life in a translocal environment. Being successful entrepreneurs, they
were seen as “superwomen”, nu giang ren by their peers and the general public,
but they preferred the label “women with super strength”. giang nu ren as they
moved with great caution in a gendered world. The paper argues that the success
of these women entrepreneurs is the result of two sets of strategies, one of their
conscientious efforts in weaving different sets of social networks (guanxi); and
second of their willingness to establish translocality as a way of life that enabled
them to juggle successfully between entrepreneurship and familism.

Key Words: Chinese migrant women entrepreneurs, garment industry, en-
trepreneurial fever, feminized guanxi network, translocality
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