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Survey on Religious Faith of Foot—binding Women
in Shandong Province

Based on the Investigation Materials of the Manuscript Scriptures

from Three Towns in the Middle Areas of Shandong Province
Hou Jie Zhao Tianlu

Abstract: The study of foot-binding women is an important part of the research on the history of social
gender. Nowadays, although the researches of scholars at home and abroad on foot-binding women, which
were based on the historical documents and social gender sight, have some achievements, articles are
still scarce which apply the ways of on-the-spot investigations and interviews to reveal the topic of their
religious life. This article is based on the manuscript scriptures found through the field trip in the
villages of Tumen town (in Yiyuan County), Chishang town and Boshan town (both in Boshan District) in
Zibo City, Shandong Province. Since we have received large quantities of the materials which were widely
used by the foot—binding women in their daily religious faith, we can not only explore the history and the
current situation of their religious life, but can figure out the exertion and contribution which the foot-binding
women have made in keeping and inheriting the local traditional religious culture.

Key Words: Manuscript Scriptures; the Art of Chant (ChangHo); Foot-binding Women; Religious Faith;

Shandong Province
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