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Abstract: National patriarchy remains entrenched in Singapore which believes in the primacy of the nation the
fundamental value of the family thus pursues a good and strong government. The Singapore government positions
women as “virtuous wive and caring mother” and “good labors” in which women are not only supposed to bear the
traditional role of taking care of the family and children but also to make a contribution to national economic
growth. Therefore government’ s policy on women adjusts constantly around these two somewhat contradictory po—
sitions and women’ s rights change in the light of the need of national patriarchy as a result. As a matter of fact
the government promotes women’ s rights for the sake of national interests and family interests rather than gender

equality and women’ s interests so it is impossible to enhance women’ s rights fundamentally.
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