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Elegy in an Era of Prosperity: On The Women’s Subsist Status in Huaihe River Basin
under the Decline of Social Ecology in Early and Mid-Qing Dynasty

XU Guo-li', LI Fa-gen®

(1. Shanghai University of Finance and Economics,Shanghai 200433, China;
2. Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Inearly and middle-Qing dynast, Chinese society entered the last flourishing age of feudal era the Kangxi
and Qianlong Dynasty’s Heyday. However, Huaihe River Basin that was long regarded as one of the national ruling centers be-
fore the Northern Song Dynasty was in accelerated decline under the golden age. With the decline of the regional social ecology,
women were among vulnerable groups in the patriarchal society,and their living conditions was deteriorating. The“man farms
and woman weaves”pattern which was long regared as the ideal economic structure in Huaihe River Basin began totransformed
into the incomplete type of production model which was only*man farms”and no“woman weaves”,and the female-oriented farm-
ing and hunger became the new life“choice”of the most women in Huaihe River Basin. Meanwhile, with the once pure, honest
and simple folkway changed into the violent, ruthless and tyrannical folkway, the female population were {requently destroyed
and violated by all kinds of men’s violence in Huaihe River Basin,and even the violent tendency of female group emerged.
Key words: the Kangxi and Qianlong Dynasty’s Heyday; Huaihe River Basin; The“man farms and woman weaves” ; folk-

way;female’s situation
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