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Feudal Ethnics and Reality: Multiple Factors Influenced Women’ s
Decision on Remarriage in Mid-Qing Dynasty
YANG Yifeng
( School of Politics  Southwest University of Science And Technology Mianyang 621000 Sichuan China )

Abstract: In mid-Qing Dynasty widow women’ s choice of marriage was restricted by numerous factors in—
cluding laws and decrees as well as family powers. Such choice of marriage was not forcefully restricted by
law; rather clan traditions and familial situation were the crucial influences. Presented with class differ—
ences widow women’ s choice of marriage mainly had two kinds: to preserve chastity or to remarry. Howev—
er neither of the two were voluntary for them; they were forced to preserve chastity or remarry. Their final
decision whether to preserve chastity or to remarry was made after conflicts were resolved and compromises
were gained inside their family.
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