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Redefining Extra-Academic Japanese Folklore: Yutaka Suga’s Advocation and Practice LU Weiwei
New Extra-Academic Folklore (New Public Folklore) , the representative theory of modern Japanese folklor-
ist Yutaka Suga, returns to and redefines the Extra-Academic Japanese Folklore in its beginning period. This
theory aims to break the closed scholastic system dominated by Japanese academic folklorists, remove the barri-
ers between professional and non-professional researchers, and seek the collaboration among multiple actors,
such as academic folklorists, public sector folklorists, various social organizations and the general public. It re-
quires folklorists to attach importance to participatory daily practices which make them participants rather than
onlookers, to obtain legitimacy of cultural representation through practices while remembering the authority of
tradition bearers, to get rooted in local areas objectifying culture and lending necessary support to local people,
to view the practices and researches of self and others in a reflexive and adaptive manner, and to make it their
duty to pursue the public’s well-being instead of practicing for practice’s sake.
Key Words: New Extra-Academic Folklore; New Public Folklore; collaboration; participatory daily practice;

public’s well-being

From Housewives to Kitchen Maids: The Changes of Women’s Role in Ancestor Worship Ritual in Ancestral Hall
SHAO Fengli, XIAO Fang
Ancestor worship ritual in ancestral hall is an important ritual for traditional clan to deepen its blood identity
and maintain living order. From the startup of the gentry’s worship ritual model of Yi Li (the Book of Etiquette
and Ceremonials) in pre-Qin Dynasty to the inheritance and changing practice in Song Dynasty and Ming Dynasty
to Jia Li (Family Ritual) , women’s role in the ancestor worship ritual is marginalized from housewives in a core
position to kitchen maids for preparing the sacrifices. The historical changes of women’s sacrificial role indicate
that the seasonal holding of ancestor worship ritual in ancestral hall is the maintenance and strengthening of the
gender order and the feudal ethics in clan life.

Key Words: women; ancestor worship ritual; the role changes

Representational Patriarchy . Tradition, Female Strategy and Reproduction of Gender Inequity ZHU Yujing

In recent years, the revival of traditional gender relationship has become a hot topic in the public sphere. 1
will discuss the gender relations in church N at County L., Zhejiang Province, which reinforced the idea that the
female are attached to the male. Under current social circumstances, how does the church justify its legitimacy
upon gender discrimination, and how do the female converts, as the subject of practices, understand and assimi-
late these conservative doctrines of gender relations This paper hereby proposes the concept of representational
patriarchy, to describe the features of the current discursive formation of patriarchal ideology. There are dis-
crepancies, to some extent, between this represented ideology in discourses or images, and the social economic
structures, which enables women, on one hand, to fit into this patriarchal system constituted by family or inti-
mate relationship; on the other hand, to allow themselves to maintain their own space for individual develop-
ment. However, this short-term expedient survival strategy strengthens the operation of representational patri-
archy in the long run.

Key Words: gender; tradition; representational patriarchy; strategy

Commodification of Miao Embroidery and Reconfiguration of Gender Roles: A Case Study of Miao Ethnic Group in
Shidong Town, Guizhou Province YE Yinyin

Miao women have been increasingly participating in the commodification of Miao embroidery through produ-
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cing and selling embroidery items. Traditionally, learning embroidery as a bodily discipline shaped women’s be-
havior and identity. At present, by means of their unique embroidery skills, Miao women have reconfigured the
domestic division of labor, the spatiality of women’s lives, and the gender roles in traditional society. However,
more than focusing on the shifts of gender power inside the community, Miao women have forged new subjectivi-
ties in the marketing of Miao embroidery through the presentation of their ethnic identity and embroidery skills.
In this sense, they have struggled to realize their cultural autonomy and challenged the marginalization and ob-
jectification of Miao ethnic group in the market economy.

Key Words: gender roles; Miao embroidery; commodification

Exploring Meanings of Bachelorette Parties in Atlantic Canada Diane Tye. translated by FANG Yun

The bachelorette party is a well-know part of the North American wedding celebrations. In 1995 bachelorette
parties were just taking hold in Atlantic Canada. By analyzing the unusual behaviors of the bride in her liminality
and her friends, as well as the sexual games, this research reveals the real significance of the bachelorette parties
is “implicit feminist coding”, which challenged the definition of the traditional female roles and the males as the
subjects. The research in 2016 indicates that, with the development of the times and industrial technology, to-
day’s bachelorette parties has become part of the pre-wedding celebrations. Although the form and the details
have changed, women’s deep requirement the party delivered, as well as the blend of women’s plays, women’
s friendship, female sexuality and gender roles continue the parties of 20 years ago, but more complex and diver-
sity. In another 20 years, the bachelorette party’s power as a feminist statement is still evolving.

Key Words: the bachelorette parties; feminist; female sexuality; gender roles

Decline and Rejuvenation: The Development of Huang Daxian Belief: A Case Study of Its Evolution in Jinhua
CHEN Huawen
HuangDaxian Belief is not only Taoist, but also a kind of folk religion. It originated from folktales, and be-
came a kind of Taoism; it started in Jinhua Mountain in Zhejiang Province, but thrived in Hong Kong and spread
over the world. Its development in Mainland China, especially in Jinhua, Zhejiang Province, is not only due to
social changes, which is the inevitable cause of its rise and fall, but is also closely related to some special cause,
which is called contingency in a given time. It is a combination of inevitability and contingency. Behind the sig-
nificance of a single case, the evolution of Jinhua Huang Daxian Belief reflects the common features of Huang
Daxian belief. That is what we need to note and pay special attention to.

Key Words: Huang Daxian; belief; trajectory; evolution.

Wu Tingfang and Theosophy ZHENG Guo, PAN Jun-ling
In the western learning process of modern China, the intellectuals’ belief world was subjected tobaptizings
and changes. Wu Tingfang was the early disseminator of modern China’s theosophy. A study of his learning
time, his teachers, his propositions and activities, an analysis of the reasons why he believed in theosophy in the
context of his times, are helpful to interpret Wu Tingfang and his thoughts from a new perspective. At the same
time, it is of great help to learn about the spread of theosophy and the belief world of modern China’s intellectuals.

Key Words: Wu Tingfang; theosophy; modern China

The Spread Boundary of Ethnic Identity Legends: A Case Study of the Legend of the King of Eight Tribes JIN Jing
The King of Eight Tribes, also known as the God of Eight Tribes, is recognized as one of the ancestral gods
by Tujia people, who lived on the banks of You River. His prototype can be traced back to the earlier tribal he-

ro. The legend has been perfected for a long time, and limited to the territory of western Hunan where Tujia



