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A Discussion on American Religion and Women’ s Rights Movement
YAO Gui-—gui
( Jianghan University Wuhan 430056 China)

Abstract: The religion which was called the soul of American culture played a huge promoting roll in the women’
s right movement in the mid 19th. First of all with women as the main body of the church organization for a large
number of women’s participation in public life and public affairs provided an important channel thus made they
form a collective consciousness. Secondly some minority religions such as Quakers adhered to the principles of
gender equality which made a contribution to spreading the equality ideology. Last but not the least some margin—
alized religious sects aiming to challenge the mainstream gender ideology-Shaker and Spiritualist-encourage and sup—
port women to give a speech in the public and act as leaders of religions which provided an important platform for
training female leaders in the 19th century.
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