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The enemy of progressivism: rereading the Principle of Population after malthuss 250th birth anniver-
sary

Zheng Peng'. Peng Hang’

(1. Institute for Social Research, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China; 2. Department of
Philosophy , Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: Through text content analysis and knowledge sociology analysis, the theme of the principle of population is i-
dentified as a systematic explanation of the obstacles faced by the progressive utopian. In the era of Malthus, the progres-
sives diagnosed the social problems caused by capitalism and put forward the way to realize the social progress by radical
institutional change. The principle of population deny the feasibility and necessity of the progressive scheme. Malthus is
the enemy of progressivism, but not the enemy of progress. Malthus pointed out the feasibility of social progress under
the framework of population principle after reviewing various social progress schemes, thus providing a reference for the
development of society.
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