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“Believing is not from Hearing' ‘“Unexplainable Situations” and “Silence due to Death”:

Are Scenarios for Reflections on Language Centred Methodologies
ZHANG Hui
( Institute of Anthropology School of Sociology and Population Studies Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)
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Abstract “Discoursé’  “narrative” and “text analysis” have been commonly used in social science research. Many studies have pin—
pointed the limitations and the problems of using these methods. This paper adopts cognitive anthropology’s critique that culture is proba—
bly not even “language-ike” to reflect on the relationships between language and social reality and their mismatching and more compli—
cated uncertain relationships. Three different scenarios are presented to reconsider these relationships ~ “seeing is believing” ( as lan—
guage can be deceptive as well as ideas and expressions do not always correspond  “unexplainable” as well as “speechless” ( for exam—
ple unspoken due to culturally induced shame or restriction based on moral obligations) and “silence due to death” ( namely the dead
as well as what is left to be spoken) . The paper calls for more attention to various types of materials that can be collected in field re—

search so as to enrich on-going discussions about language-centred methodologies.
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